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MEDIA RELEASE
Sibanye-Stillwater partners with Wits to create the mine of the future
Johannesburg, 28 March 2018: In a technology-focused partnership that will help make mines safer and
more productive, Sibanye-Stillwater and the Wits Mining Institute (WMI) at the University of the
Witwatersrand, today launched the Sibanye-Stillwater Digital Mining Laboratory (DigiMine).
DigiMine is a simulated mining environment in the Chamber of Mines building on the West Campus of
Wits University, whose facilities now include a vertical shaft in a stairwell, a tunnel and stope in the
basement, and a range of communication and digital systems to enable research that will help to
create the mine of the future.
Sibanye-Stillwater recently extended its existing sponsorship by a further R15 million over three years,
bringing its total sponsorship of the WMI to R27.5 million between 2015 and 2020.
Sibanye-Stillwater CEO, Neal Froneman, highlighting the importance of the mining industry harnessing
the fourth industrial revolution and fully benefitting from advances in digital technology through close
ties with research institutions, remarked, “The launch of the DigiMine establishes a unique programme
that is instrumental for the application of digital technologies in support of safer and more efficient
mining operations.“
This sentiment was echoed by Professor Tawana Kupe, Wits Acting Vice-Chancellor and Principal: “The
DigiMine speaks to the University’s strategy of integrating technology, teaching, learning and research
in academia. This partnership ensures that we can continue to develop the specialised skills and
knowledge as we move into the fourth industrial revolution.”
Sibanye-Stillwater and Wits University are supporting students, strategic projects and growing the
DigiMine programme, which leverages a growing range of on-site facilities with multi-disciplinary
research that draws on expertise from other departments at Wits University, and from partners locally
and abroad
“This partnership between WMI and Sibanye-Stillwater paves the way to develop digital technologies
that will reduce risk in the mining environment,” said WMI director Professor Fred Cawood. “Safety and
competitiveness are cornerstones of a sustainable mining sector, which can contribute to the National
Development Plan by reducing poverty and inequality. Our interventions will explore any innovations
that can apply real-time digital solutions for reducing mining risk and increasing mining efficiency.”

1

In a week-long programme to celebrate the launch of the DigiMine, a two-day seminar showcased the
work of some postgraduate research students and partner organisations, while keynotes on the digital
mining theme were delivered by Sibanye-Stillwater and the National University of Sciences and
Technology (NUST) in Pakistan.
About the Wits Mining Institute (WMI)
The WMI conducts and facilitates multidisciplinary research, encouraging partnerships to ensure a
sustainable business model. Its flagship programme is the digital mining laboratory (DigiMine), where its
focus is to conduct tests, research and development for transferring surface digital technologies into
the underground mining environment. It also identifies and develops skills required to operate 21st
century, technologically-intensive mines, which feed into a programme for developing modern skill-sets
at artisan, technician and professional levels for the mining sector. Visit https://www.wits.ac.za/wmi/
About Sibanye-Stillwater
Sibanye-Stillwater is an independent, global precious metal mining group, producing a unique mix of
metals that includes gold and the platinum group metals (PGMs). Domiciled in South Africa, SibanyeStillwater owns and operates a portfolio of high-quality operations and projects, which are grouped by
region: the Southern Africa region and the United States region. Globally, Sibanye-Stillwater is the third
largest producer of palladium and platinum and features among the world’s largest gold producing
companies. Visit https://www.sibanyestillwater.com/
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FORWARD LOOKING STATEMENTS
This announcement includes “forward-looking statements” within the meaning of the “safe harbour”
provisions of the United States Private Securities Litigation Reform Act of 1995, including the statements
related to expected production volumes. Forward-looking statements may be identified by the use of
words such as “target”, “will”, “forecast”, “expect”, “potential”, “intend”, “estimate”, “anticipate”, “can”
and other similar expressions that predict or indicate future events or trends or that are not statements of
historical matters. The forward-looking statements set out in this announcement involve a number of
known and unknown risks, uncertainties and other factors, many of which are difficult to predict and
generally beyond the control of Sibanye-Stillwater, that could cause Sibanye-Stillwater’s actual results
and outcomes to be materially different from historical results or from any future results expressed or
implied by such forward-looking statements. These forward-looking statements speak only as of the date
of this announcement. Sibanye-Stillwater undertakes no obligation to update publicly or release any
revisions to these forward-looking statements to reflect events or circumstances after the date of this
announcement or to reflect the occurrence of unanticipated events, save as required by applicable
law.
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